
  

Richard Aiello was awarded Distinguished Pistol Shot Badge number 964 in 1992. 

Charles Allen, Connecticut Army National Guard, was designated a Distinguished Pistol 
Shot in 1982. 

Paul Anthony earned Distinguished Pistol Shot Badge number 914 in 1991 while 
shooting for the Connecticut State Rifle and Revolver Association Pistol Team. 

Angelo Appi, Connecticut Army National Guard, was designated a Distinguished Pistol 
Shot in 1977.  As an officer with the New Haven Police Department he earned Police Revolver 
Distinguished badge number 40 in 1976, the first Connecticut law enforcement officer to do so. 

Ray Baker, Connecticut Army National Guard, earned his Distinguished Pistol Shot 
Badge in 1993 and Distinguished Rifleman in 1994. He is the first to earn his badges exclusively 
through the National Guard combat course of fire.  Ray was an All Guard rifleman. 

Chad Barber, a Chief Warrant Officer 3 in the United States Coast Guard, was serving at 
the Chief of the Weapons section at the United States Coast Guard Academy when he completed 
requirements for both his rifle and pistol Distinguished Badges in 2014. 

Michael R. Bardoorian, of New Haven, was presented Distinguished Pistol Shot Badge 
number 1391 in 2006. 

David H. Bates, badge number 88, of the Connecticut State Police, earned Police 
Revolver Distinguished honors in 1977. 

Milton Beckwith is one of Connecticut’s senior most Distinguished Pistol Shots, having 
earned his badge in 1969. 

Murray Bennet, Connecticut Army National Guard, was designated a Distinguished 
Rifleman in 1982. 

Edward Biatowas, Connecticut Army National Guard, was designated a Distinguished 
Rifleman in 1980. Biatowas was the 1976 All Army Individual Combat Rifle Champion. 

Ralph Blumenhagen, Connecticut Army National Guard, earned his Distinguished 
Badge in 1962 shooting in just three leg matches. 

Lindley Bonner, Connecticut Army National Guard, was designated a Distinguished 
Pistol Shot in 1985. 

William Brophy, United States Army, became a Distinguished Marksman in 1955. 
Brophy was a prolific firearms historian authoring seminal works on the Krag and Springfield Rifle. 
A recognized authority on Springfield armory and Springfield made arms, L.C. Smith Shotguns, 
and Marlin Firearms, he had a life long love of the `03 that was forged when he entered 
completive shooting in the late 1930s.  Not restricted to target shooting Brophy once took a brown 
bear that stands fourth in the Boone and Crockett record book standings.  He is a member of the 
Connecticut Shooters Hall of Fame. 

Robert Broughton, a National Record holder, earned NRA Smallbore Rifle 
Distinguished honors in 1988.  He was a member of the West Virginia University Rifle Team 
where earned All American honors in smallbore rifle and air rifle. 

Cory Brunetti, the 1998 United States National Prone Champion, was awarded 
International Distinguished Badge number 397 the same year. He is a recipient of both the NRA 
Smallbore Distinguished Rifleman Awards and a collegiate All American, as well as a National 



Record holder. He has been a member of the Pershing, Roberts and Dewar Teams.  He is a 
member of the Connecticut Shooters Hall of Fame. 

Eugene Bucceri, Connecticut Army National Guard, began his shooting career with the 
rifle but earned Pistol Distinguished in 1993. 

Fremont Burdick, United States Army, a long time member of the Mystic Rod and Gun 
Club earned his Distinguished Pistol Shot badge while on active duty with the Unites States 
Army. 

Sam Burkhalter, United States Army Reserve, was awarded Distinguished Marksman 
status in 1956 18 years after he was an All American at the University of Alabama. 

Dave Carlson, the 1940 United States National Prone Champion, earned the 
International Distinguished Badge number 135 retroactively for his performance at the 1937 
World Championships in Helsinki. He was a member of the United States Pershing Team the 
same year. 

Shawn Carpenter, an All State shooter at Grasso Tech earned his Distinguished 
Rifleman Badge, number 1361, in 1998 and Distinguished Prone in 2010.  Carpenter later 
returned to his alma mater to take the reins of the Grasso Tech rifle team.  He is a US Dewar 
Team member. 

Art Carr, United States Army Reserve, was designated a Distinguished Pistol Shot in 
1960. Carr was a major figure in Connecticut State Association activities during this time. 

Robert Carroll earned his Distinguished Rifleman Badge as a civilian in 1964.   “Doc” 
spent many years as an official in the scoring room at the National Smallbore Championships.  
He and Barry Colt, another Distinguished shooter, wrote, in 1974, the smallbore scoring manual 
which is still used at the National Championships. 

Emily Caruso, a member of the 2004 and 2008 United States Olympic Team as an air 
rifle shooter, was an All American at Norwich University in both smallbore and air rifle. The air rifle 
specialist was awarded International Distinguished Badge number 441 in 2000. An accomplished 
smallbore shooter she holds NRA Smallbore Rifle Position Distinguished status and is a member 
of the Connecticut Shooters Hall of Fame. 

James Castonguay, a Connecticut State Trooper, was designated a Distinguished 
Rifleman in 1990. 

Ryan Castonguay, Badge number 1860, is the son of James Castonguay who went out 
at Camp Perry in 2007 as well as making the Presidents Hundred and winning the Inaugural M1A 
Match.  He was also one of the top 100 scoring juniors in the 2007 NRA Indoor Junior Smallbore 
Rifle Championship. 
 

Russell Lloyd Chapman. a staff sergeant in the US Army Reserve was designated a 
Distinguished Rifleman in 1992. 

Larry E. Clark badge number 1155, earned Distinguished Pistol Shot status in 1998. 

Herbert “Skip” Clark, United States Army Reserve, earned Double Distinguished 
honors with service arms, rifle in 1966 and pistol in 1974. 

John Coggshall was one of the youngest shooters in state history to earn a 
Distinguished Rifleman Badge, which he did in 2003 being presented badge number 1618. He 
was a member of the winning 2003 High Power Whistler Boy Team coached by Brad Palmer.  In 
2004 he won the Golden Eagle Trophy emblematic of the CMP’s National Junior Service Rifle 



Championship and the William Deneke Trophy.   He is a member of the All National Guard 
Service Rifle Team. 

Julie Coggshall was designated a Distinguished Rifleman in 2004, a year after she 
teamed with her brother, John, to win the High Power Whistler Boy Match at Camp Perry. She is 
a member of the Elihu Root Team, President’s Hundred, and a National Record holder. 

David Colt, Connecticut Army National Guard, was designated a Distinguished Rifleman 
in 1980. 

Lebaron Colt, father of David and Stephen, Connecticut Army National Guard, was 
designated a Distinguished Pistol Shot in 1971. 

Stephen Colt, Connecticut Army National Guard, was designated a Distinguished Pistol 
Shot in 1980. 

W.C.J. Conlin, earned Distinguished Pistol badge number 1574 in 2002. 

Joe D’Aleo, of West Hartford, earned his Distinguished Pistol Shot Bade while a member 
of the US Coast Guard Band stationed at the US Coast Guard Academy in New London. D’Aleo 
plays the tenor saxophone and assists in coaching the Academy rifle team. 

Michael Dane, a former president of the Connecticut State Rifle and Revolver 
Association, was presented Distinguished Pistol Shot Badge number 1218 in 2000. 

Thomas Daniel was named an NRA Smallbore Distinguished Prone Rifleman in 1988.  
He was a member of the 1989 Pershing Team as well as two Dewar Teams. 

Harry DeBenedet, an officer with the New Haven Police Department, was awarded 
Police Distinguished Badge number 236 in 1983. 

Maurizio DeFina, noted long range shooter, Palma Team member, and former 
Connecticut high power champion, was designated a Distinguished Rifleman in 1967. 

William R. Denison a captain with the 192nd Field Artillery Connecticut Army National 
Guard, was designated a Distinguished Marksman in 1924.  

Joseph Diaz, Jr. was named an NRA Smallbore Distinguished Prone Rifleman in 1981. 

Jeffery Doerschler, the 2004 United States National Outdoor Three Position Champion 
and the 2004 US National Indoor Four Position Champion, is a National Rifle Association 
Smallbore Position Distinguished rifleman.  He is a member of the Connecticut Shooters Hall of 
Fame as well as the US Dewar Team. 

Amanda Elsenboss was High Intermediate Junior with the service rifle at camp Perry on 
2004.  She was one half of the winning 2006 Whistler Boy Trophy team as well as a firing 
member of the 6 man and 4 man winning junior teams. A member of the President’s Hundred she 
also is a winner of the Golden Eagle Trophy at the National Matches.   Amanda has competed 
with the USA Young Eagles long range team.  A multi faceted individual she is a member of the 
Future Farmers of America she has also won national awards with that organization in the field of 
live stock judging. 

Edward Etzel, the 1984 Olympic Gold Medalist in the English Match, began his career as 
a Connecticut junior. He holds International Distinguished Badge number 205 and is an NRA 
Smallbore Distinguished Position Rifleman, ironically not prone, as well as a collegiate All 
American at Tennessee Tech.  He has been a member of the US Roberts and Dewar Teams. 

Gurrie Fandozzie, Connecticut junior and later member of the Connecticut Army 



National Guard, was designated Distinguished in 2000 when he was presented with badge 
number 1455. 

Paul Fecteau, one of the great left hand shooters, earned the NRA Distinguished 
Position Rifleman award in 1980, overcoming the loss of sight in his right eye as a result of a BB 
gun accident as a child. 

David Ferrante, a noted gunsmith, and Distinguished Rifleman number 886 was 
awarded his badge in 1990. 

Kris Friend, an Army Reservist, was a long time member of the CSRRA Junior High 
Power Program.  A Distinguished Rifleman he won the Presidents Hundred in 2007. 

Kurt Fitz-Randolph earned NRA Smallbore Distinguished Position Rifleman status in 
1985 as well as being selected as an All American collegiate shooter at Tennessee Tech.  He 
earned International Distinguished status in 1978 when he was presented badge number 236. 

Roderick Fitz-Randolph, a collegiate All American at Tennessee Tech, started shooting 
as a junior in Connecticut.  He earned NRA Smallbore Distinguished Position Rifleman status in 
position in 1977 and International Distinguished Badge number 208 in the same year. 

Robert Gadd, Sr, a member of the Connecticut National Guard in the early part of the 
20th century was designated a Distinguished Marksman in 1924. Gadd was the first Connecticut 
shooter to earn Distinguished designation. 

Robert Gadd, Jr rose to the rank of colonel in the Connecticut National Guard after he 
was designated a Distinguished Marksman in 1930. 

James E. Gartell, earned Distinguished Rifleman Badge number 1613 in 2003. 

Virginia Gerold-Bergman, a protégé of Kermit Montross, earned NRA Distinguished 
Prone Rifleman status in 1995. She is a Randle Team member and a National Record holder. 

Norman Girardin, Connecticut Army National Guard, was designated a Distinguished 
Pistol Shot in 1982. As a Novice class shooter Norm was the open winner of the All Army Combat 
Pistol Championships in 1977.  Entered as a Novice for the 1978 All Army Composite Pistol 
Championships, he won the open championship.  He was the 1985 NRA National Indoor Pistol 
champions and then finished second overall in pistol at the National Championship at camp 
Perry.  He was a member of the President's Hundred many times 

Al Gowdy was awarded Distinguished pistol Shot Badge number 792 in 1986. 

Ashley J. Griffin, State Staff Connecticut Army National Guard, was designated a 
Distinguished Marksman in 1928. 

Kevin Gross, United States Navy, earned Distinguished Marksman designation and 
membership in the Presidents Hundred while serving as an electronics technician in USS 
Annapolis, based at Groton with Submarine Squadron Four. 

Lisette Grunwell-Lacy is an NRA Smallbore Rifle Distinguished Rifleman who was an 
All American at Saint Johns University. 

Kenneth Hagenow, badge number 1438, was designated a Distinguished Rifleman in 
2000. 

Beth Herzman holds International Distinguished Badge number 375, which was awarded 
to her in 1994.  She was a collegiate All American while shooting for Murray State College. 



Emmet Hibson, Connecticut Army National Guard, was designated a Distinguished 
Pistol Shot in 1989. 

Francis Hock, a Connecticut State Trooper was involved in marksmanship training for 
the force. As a member of the Connecticut Army National Guard he was designated a 
Distinguished Pistol Shot in 1979. 

Stephen Hogan, a former Connecticut Big Bore League Champion, was named an NRA 
Smallbore Distinguished Prone Rifleman in 1986.  He has been a member of eh US Dewar 
Team. 

Joseph Iacono, Connecticut Army National Guard, was designated a Distinguished 
Pistol Shot in 1987. 

Ted Janacek, a career submarine officer in the United States Navy, was designated a 
Distinguished Pistol Shot in 2000 and Distinguished Marksman in 2004.  He earned a Presidents 
Hundred brassard with the rifle in 1997. 

Steven M. Joyce, of Watertown, earned Distinguished Rifleman Badge # 1819 while still 
a 16 year old high school student in 2006. 

Thomas Jastermsky, a Dewar Team member, earned his NRA Smallbore Distinguished 
Prone Rifleman Award in 1988. 

Jesse Johnston, the youngest person to earn a position on a United States Pershing 
Team and a collegiate All American from Tennessee Tech, earned his NRA Smallbore Prone and 
Position Distinguished Rifleman Awards in 1983 and 1990 respectively.  He has been a Dewar 
Team member. 

James T. Kallenbach, a high master, earned Distinguished Rifleman Badge number 952 
in 1991 in just three Leg Matches, the same number of President’s Hundred Tabs he earned, as 
a junior.  Jamie was the youngest person to earn Distinguished with the M14.  He was the 1990 
Sub Junior National Service Rifle, 1991 Intermediate Junior Service Rifle, 1992 Junior Service 
Rifle, and the 1993 Junior Champion.  Jamie has also won junior titles at 1,000 yards with 
metallic and any sights, including the 1993 Junior Long Range Championship.  

Robert S. Keister, United States Coast Guard, became a Distinguished Marksman in 
1996.  He was an All American while a cadet at the US Coast Guard Academy and later retuned 
to his alma mater as a faculty member and served at rifle team coach. 

James “Chris” Kirby, United States Coast Guard, is double Distinguished, earning his 
Distinguished Pistol Shot Badge in 1990 and his Distinguished Marksman Badge the following 
year. 

Robert Kolesar, Connecticut Army National Guard, was designated a Distinguished 
Pistol Shot in 1981. 

Emil H. Kumnick, a second lieutenant in Company K of the 102nd Infantry, Connecticut 
National Guard, was designated Distinguished in 1924. 

Kent Lacy, several times Mohegan Rifle League champion is a Smallbore Position 
Distinguished Rifleman. 

James E. Lacy, 102nd Infantry of the Connecticut Army National Guard, was designated 
a Distinguished Marksman in 1935, the first of three brothers of the famous Connecticut shooting 
clan to earn the badge.  

John J. Lacy, 102nd Infantry of the Connecticut Army National Guard, was designated a 



Distinguished Marksman in 1936.  “Jack” was also a prominent smallbore shooter representing 
the Quinnipiac Rifle Club in national competition. 

Walter F. Lacy, 102nd Infantry of the Connecticut Army National Guard, was designated 
a Distinguished Marksman in 1939 and the last of the Lacy brothers to earn the distinction. 

William H. Lange, Connecticut Army National Guard, was designated a Distinguished 
Rifleman in 1982 and NRA Smallbore Distinguished Prone and Position Smallbore Rifleman in 
1972 and 1980.  A National Record holder, he is one of only two to fire a perfect 400 in the 
Connecticut Big Bore League, a feat he accomplished on more than one occasion.   Lange has 
been on many National Championship teams, including the National Prone, All Army Combat, 
National Guard Composite Team, and the National Guard Smallbore Championship Teams.  He 
was a member of the All National Guard International Rifle Team for over 25 years and is 
considered by his peers to be one of Connecticut's finest all around riflemen. 

Mark Lasrich, of the Connecticut Army National Guard, was designated a Distinguished 
Rifleman, badge number 523, as a civilian in 1983. A combat helicopter pilot in Vietnam he was 
the first person to shoot a perfect 400 in the Connecticut Big Bore League. 

Michael Lavoie was awarded Distinguished Pistol Shot Badge number 1135 in 1997. 

Robert E. Lenigan earned Distinguished Rifleman Badge Number 643 in 1988. 

Francis Lerz was designated a Distinguished Pistol Shot Badge number 1112 in 1996. 

Al Lisitano, badge number 867, was designated a Distinguished Pistol Shot in 1990. 

Anthony F. Lombardi, a Connecticut Department of Corrections officer, earned Police 
Distinguished Revolver Badge number 508 in 1993 and Police Distinguished Automatic Pistol 
Badge number 105 in 1996.  He is the first to become “Double Distinguished’ in both police 
categories. 

John Lucas, Chief Aviation Machinist Mate, United States Navy, earned his 
Distinguished Pistol Shot Badge when they were still made of 14 karat gold. Only seven Navy 
enlisted men had earned the pistol badge when, in September of 1949, five were designated.  He 
is a member of the Connecticut Shooters Hall of Fame. 

David B. Lyman holds both NRA Smallbore Distinguished Prone and Position Rifleman 
Awards.  He is a former US National Civilian Position Champion and was high junior in the 1973 
National Trophy Individual Match winning the Golden Eagle Trophy.  He is a member of the 
Connecticut Shooters Hall of Fame. 

Debbie Lyman, the 1983 US National Position Metallic Sight Woman Champion, holds 
both NRA Smallbore Distinguished Prone and Position Rifleman Awards.  She has been a 
member of many Randle Cup Teams acting as Coach in 1988 and Captain in 1989.  She holds 
numerous National Records and is a member of the Connecticut Shooters Hall of Fame.  As the 
Shooting Sports Coordinator for the Nutmeg State Games she has helped raise public awareness 
and the positive image of the shooting sports in Connecticut. She is a member of the Connecticut 
Shooters Hall of Fame. 

Wallace Lyman earned his Distinguished Rifleman Badge as a member of the United 
States Army Reserve Rifle Team. He was a member of the Elihu Root Team as well as the 
Dewar team.  Wally was named a Collegiate All American at Norwich University.  After a tour with 
the Army Marksmanship Unit he became a member of both the USAR smallbore and service rifle 
teams.  He is a member of the Connecticut Shooters Hall of Fame. 

SSG Victor McEntire CTANG is USAF Distinguished with the Pistol. 



Daniel Makucevich, United States Navy, began his shooting career in Connecticut and 
set several National Records in smallbore metric prone.  An NRA Smallbore Distinguished Prone 
Rifleman since 1991 he has been a member and official of the Dewar Team and a firing member 
of the Roberts Team. 

Allan Maloney served his country in all three Army components, Active, Reserve, and 
National Guard.   While serving in the Connecticut Army National Guard he earned Distinguished 
Rifleman Status in 1978.  He was a member of the All National Guard Smallbore Rifle Team and 
the US Army Reserve Running Target Team. 

Mary Maloney joined her husband Allan as Distinguished Rifleman in 1983 making them 
one of the few married couples to share the honor. 

E. David Miller earned Distinguished Pistol Shot Badge1425 in just two shooting 
seasons, going out at Camp Perry in 2008.  Distinguished is not an easy goal to reach over a life 
time but to do it in two years is most impressive.   

George Marinelli, Connecticut Army National Guard, was designated a Distinguished 
Pistol Shot in 1994. 

Clarence R. May, a second lieutenant in the Connecticut Army National Guard was 
designated a Distinguished Marksman in 1924, 

Shawn McDonnell, a former US Collegiate Prone Champion, is an NRA Smallbore 
Prone and Position Distinguished Rifleman, having earned both awards before his 19th birthday. 

Albert McLaughlin, Connecticut Army National Guard, was designated a Distinguished 
Pistol Shot in 1985.  As a Connecticut State Trooper he was awarded Police Revolver 
Distinguished Badge number 116 in 1978. 

William W. McPherson, a trooper with the Connecticut State Police became Police 
Revolver Distinguished, Badge number 77, in 1976, the first member of his department to earn 
the honor. 

Raymond McQueeny is a rare civilian double Distinguished having earned his pistol 
badge in 1975 and his rifle badge in 1979, the first in Connecticut to achieve this goal.  He is also 
a member of the Connecticut Shooters Hall of Fame. 

Eric Mullai, Connecticut Army National Guard, began shooting as a junior and was one 
of Connecticut’s first high power Whistler Boys.  He has served as the Connecticut National 
Guard Marksmanship Coordinator and earned the Distinguished Rifleman Badge in 1995. 

Victor McEntire, staff sergeant in the Connecticut Air National Guard‘s Air Control 
Squadron is Distinguished Pistol Shot. 

Ryan McKee, of East Lyme, who assists coaching rifle at the Quaker Hill Rod and Gun 
Club Junior Team, Montville High School and the US Coast Guard Academy, earned his 
Distinguished Rifleman Badge #2347 in 2017. 

Roger F. McQuiggan, Jr., a National Record holder, joined the Connecticut Army 
National Guard Rifle Team to evade the drudgery of Annual Training at Fort Drum. He became 
Distinguished with the rifle in 1975, earned a President’s Hundred brassard, and was presented 
with the NRA Smallbore Distinguished Position Rifleman Award in 1975. A member of the All 
National Guard Smallbore Rifle Team he retired from the Guard after 20 years of faithful service.  

Kermit Montross, a noted Smallbore prone shooter earned his NRA Smallbore 
Distinguished Prone Rifleman Award in 1968.  He was a member of the 1965 Pershing Team and 



several Dewar Teams as well as an avid skeet shooter and musician.  

John C. Nagle, 122nd Infantry of the Connecticut Army National Guard, was designated 
a Distinguished Marksman in 1936. 

William O’Brien, a Hartford police officer was also a Connecticut Army National 
Guardsman and was designated a Distinguished Pistol Shot in 1975. 

Gary Owens, Connecticut Army National Guard, was designated a Distinguished Pistol 
Shot in 1996. 

Nicole Panko, a National Record holder, was a collegiate All American at Saint John’s 
University as well as a national champion with the Stratford Police Athletic League Junior Rifle 
Club.  She is an NRA Smallbore Distinguished Position Rifleman. 

George Planeta IV started shooting with Quaker Hill Rod and Gun Club as a junior. As a 
member of the Connecticut State Rifle and Revolver Association Junior High Power Program he 
began his trek along the road to Distinguished under the guidance of Brad Palmer. By the time 
Planeta graduated from the US Naval Academy in 2013 he had accumulated 24 points. Accepting 
a commission in the US Marine Corps he immediately fell under their Distinguished rules and lost 
six points. Undeterred he successfully earned12 while participating in Division and Marine Corps 
Matches during the spring of 2014 and “went out” with a silver at the Marine Corps 
Championships on April 18, 2014. 

Charlie Petrotto, a Gunner’s Mate attached to the US Coast Guard Academy in New 
London, where serves as gunsmith to the varsity rifle and pistol teams, earned his Distinguished 
Pistol Shor Badge in 2014, .22 Rimfire Badge # 12 in 2015, Distinguished Marksman Badge in 
2017. 

Neal Priestly, Connecticut Army National Guard, was designated a Distinguished Pistol 
Shot in 1973. 

Janet Tomsyn Rabb, badge number 720, a former Connecticut junior, earned started 
High Power Rifle shooting in 1986 and became Distinguished with the M14 rifle in 1987. She is 
the first and only women High Power Rifle competitor to win the coveted Nathan Hale Trophy as 
High Civilian in the National Trophy Individual match at Camp Perry. Ms. Raab's credentials in 
High Power Rifle shooting are impeccable having set National Match Course and Long Range 
National Records and winning many National High Power trophies. Her latest shooting 
accomplishments consist of setting a new world record in the Women's 300 Meter Prone Team 
event and gaining her U.S. International Distinguished Badge in 2006. 
Ms. Raab holds one of only three Class "A" ISSF Coaches ratings in the United States, as well 
as, a Level 3 Advanced Certified Rifle Coach rating with the National Rifle Association.  

Leonard Remaly, an active shooter in several Connecticut rifle leagues was designated 
an NRA Smallbore Distinguished Position Rifleman in 1985. 

Harold Rocketto, Connecticut Army National Guard, was rated a Distinguished Rifleman 
in 1981.  He is one of few who have been a member of both Service Rifle and Smallbore Rifle All 
National Guard Rifle Teams, where he served as both a coach and shooter.  An NRA Smallbore 
International and Distinguished Position Rifleman he has earned Presidents Hundred honors 
three times, has been a member of numerous open and National Guard national championship 
teams, the 2002 Three Position Intermediate Senior National Champion, the 2012 Three Position 
Senior National Champion a member of the 2007 and 2012 National Championship Four Position 
Indoor Championship Team, and a multiple National Record holder.  He has been the Mohegan 
Rifle League Individual Champion more than 30 times since 1976 and the Connecticut Big Bore 



League’s Champion five times.  He served as Adjutant to the 2009 United States Roberts Team 
and the 2013 and 2017 United States Pershing Team, coach and captain of the US Dewar Team, 
captain and adjutant of the US Drew Cup Team, and adjutant of the US Wakefield Team. He is 
an assistant rifle coach at the US Coast Guard Academy. He is a  well known shooting historian 
and author of many articles on the subject and also a member of the Connecticut Shooters Hall of 
Fame. 

Stephen Rocketto, a member of the Presidents Hundred, earned Distinguished 
Rifleman badge number 494 in 1982.  Active in junior coaching since the early 1970s he has 
been named Coach of the Year by the Connecticut State Rifle and Revolver Association.  He has 
held National Records in smallbore rifle.  In 1960 he was a member of the state championship 
New London High School Rifle Team as well as the Connecticut Shooters Hall of Fame. 

Brian Roy, a senior master sergeant in the Connecticut Air National Guard, wears United 
States Air Force Distinguished Rifleman Badge number 296 and Pistol Badge 354. 

Frank Savino, was awarded Distinguished Pistol Shot Badge number 1370 in 2005.  

James H. Scheller began shooting as a junior at the Quaker Hill Rod and Gun Club and 
served in the Connecticut National Guard before transferring to the United States Marine Corps 
where he shot both high power and smallbore rifle on “The Big Team.”  He became a 
Distinguished Marksman in 1987 and won the Porter Trophy at the National Matches in 1988. 

Richard M. Scheller, Connecticut Army National Guard and father of James, was a 
member of numerous national championship teams during his 30 year Guard career. A National 
Record holder, Dick was designated Distinguished in 1969.  He was a member of the Presidents 
Hundred several times, winning the prestigious match in 1979.  He is a member of the 
Connecticut Shooters Hall of Fame. 

Ronald Sekellick, a noted long range rifleman and former member of the US Palma 
Team served as Captain of the New England Mini-Palma Team and is an NRA Smallbore 
Distinguished Position Rifleman recipient. He is a member of the Connecticut Shooters Hall of 
Fame. 

Sharon Tessman Sekellick began her quest for Distinguished as a member of the 
Connecticut National Guard and earned her Distinguished Rifleman Badge as a civilian in 1980. 
She is the first Connecticut woman to earn such an honor and as such served as a role model for 
others to come. She was a member of several National Guard national championship teams with 
both the M-14 and M-16 rifles 

Kevin P. Simon, a Collegiate All American from Jacksonville State University and stand 
out junior in Connecticut, was presented his NRA Distinguished Position Smallbore Rifleman 
Award in 2000. 

Robert Slattery, Connecticut Army National Guard, was designated a Distinguished 
Pistol Shot in 1978. A career Connecticut State Trooper he served for a time as the department’s 
spokesman. 

Eric Slayton, was a sergeant in Service Company, 102 Inf, Connecticut National Guard 
who became Distinguished on 1925. 

Harold Slocum earned his Distinguished Rifleman’s Badge in 1961.  “Pappy” Slocum 
was a member of the Elihu Root Team and a mainstay of many Connecticut Civilian Teams. He 
was the Nathan Hale Trophy winner in 1962. A noted coach with a knack for both crossfiring and 
doping the wind, he is a member of the Connecticut Shooters Hall of Fame. 



Perry Hartley Smith won the 24th CSRRA Annual Gallery Match in 1955 and was 
designated a Distinguished Rifleman in 1961.   

John Snipes was designated an NRA Distinguished Smallbore Prone Rifleman in 1973. 

Jay Sonneborn, Sr., a member of many Dewar Teams, as well as its Coach and 
Captain, and a former Intermediate and Senior US National Three Position Champion was 
awarded his NRA Smallbore Distinguished Prone Rifleman status in 1982. 

Roger Sperry earned Distinguished Pistol Shot Badge number 1196 in 1996. 

Charles Spinelli was designated a Distinguished Pistol Shot in 1981. 

Frank Stadmeyer was awarded Distinguished Pistol Shot Badge number 754 in 1987. 

George Starkweather, United States Army Reserve, is a double Distinguished shooter. 
He earned his Pistol Shot Badge in 1979 and his rifle badge in 1997. George was a member of 
the All USAR Pistol Team in 1984 and 1985 and twice a member of the Presidents Hundred. 

Herbert H. Stielau, 169th Infantry Connecticut Army National Guard, was designated a 
Distinguished Marksman in 1936. 

Richard Taber, a Collegiate All American at Tennessee Tech, began shooting as a 
Connecticut Junior.  He went on to a career with the Army Marksmanship Unit and the All 
National Guard Smallbore Rifle Team and has been an NRA Distinguished Smallbore Position 
Rifleman since 1976. 

Gregory V. Tomsen, Connecticut Army National Guard and son of Walter Tomsen, was 
designated a Distinguished Rifleman in 1995. He is also holds the NRA Prone Distinguished 
Rifleman Award presented in 1968. Greg was a member of the All National Guard Smallbore Rifle 
Team for thirty years. He holds one of the oldest National Championship Records, a 400-40X-
35X at 50 yards with any sights, set in 1970, as well as several National Records in smallbore 
rifle.  He was the 2002 US Intermediate Senior Prone Champion.  

Walter Tomsen was a world class smallbore prone rifleman who won the silver medal in 
the English Match at the 1948 Olympics.  “Pop” Tomsen was awarded International Distinguished 
Badge number 68 and is an NRA Smallbore Distinguished Prone Rifleman as well as a member 
of the US Pershing and Dewar teams.  The Walter Tomsen Trophy, presented by the Stratford 
PAL and the Bell City Rifle Club, is awarded annually at the National Smallbore Prone 
Championships to the high scoring senior in the metallic sight aggregate. 

Karl Trompeter II, a Connecticut Army National Guardsman, earned the Distinguished 
Pistol Shot Badge in 1990. 

Fredrick Valente, Connecticut Army National Guard, was designated a Distinguished 
Pistol Shot in 1981. 

Robert Valente, Connecticut Army National Guard and Fredrick’s brother, was 
designated a Distinguished Pistol Shot in 1982. 

David Valintakonis, was presented Distinguished Pistol Shot Badge number 1169 in 
1998. 

Paul Valintakonis, was designated a Distinguished Pistol Shot in 1998 with badge 
number 1162. 

John H. Ventres was designated a Distinguished Rifleman in 1962.  

Nathan Verbickas, a National Record holder, was designated a Distinguished Rifleman 



in 2002 when he was awarded badge number 1598.   

David Vinkler, United States Navy, a member of the Presidents Hundred, was 
designated a Distinguished Marksman in 1993 and a Distinguished Pistol Shot in 2000. 

John Vivian, United States Army Reserve, was designated a Distinguished Pistol Shot in 
1991. 

Al Waters, earned Distinguished Pistol Shot while serving in the United States Marine 
Corps in 1977. 

David T. Werner earned Police Revolver Distinguished badge number 294, while serving 
as a trooper with the Connecticut State Police, in 1984. 

Andrew M. White, 2 LT, 192nd Field Artillery Connecticut Army National Guard, was 
designated a Distinguished Marksman in 1936. 

A. Virginia Williams was a standout prone shooter during the 1960s.  She was 
presented one of the first NRA Smallbore Distinguished Prone Rifleman Awards in 1967.  

John Woodilla, 102nd Infantry Connecticut Army National Guard, was designated a 
Distinguished Marksman in 1927. 

Christopher Wyatt, badge number 1144, a former Connecticut junior with the Mystic 
Rod and Gun Club, was designated a Distinguished Rifleman in 1981. He won the 200 yards 
rapid fire sitting Appreciation Cup with a score of 200-16X, at the National Matches in 2004.  His 
father, a New Jersey resident, is also Distinguished. 

Robert York, Connecticut National Guard, was designated a Distinguished Rifleman in 
1996. 

Christopher Zibbidio earned his Distinguished Rifleman, badge number 1213, in 1996. 
Chris served as a member of the Connecticut National Guard where he got his introduction to 
service rifle shooting.  

 

 

 

 

 


